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What Rose
Is This?

— by Ethelyn Emery Keays

Being An Introducion To 
The Identification Of Found Roses 

“What Rose Is This” is Reproduced  From 
The American Rose Society American Rose Annual, 1938

“Legacy Of The Richardson Family”/“George Washington Richardson”
A Found Rose, Collected in a Northern California Cemetery



What Old Rose is This?
Editors’ Note. — Readers of the American Rose Society need no introduction to 

Mrs. Keays, whose kindly persistence has brought into knowledge very many of the 
lovely old roses that came with our ancestors to America, and that have, by their contin-
uance, proved their ability to persit.  Her delightful book “Old Roses,” published in 
1935 by The Macmillan Co., is the real American authority on the subject.  In succes-
sive Annuals she has advanced our knowl-edge.  At the Roanoke meeting of the Ameri-
can Rose Society, her illustrated presentation of her cherished old friends (as reported 
in the American Rose Magazine for January-February, 1938) gave great pleasure.

Now Mrs. Keays adds to our advantages through the following succinct and ac-
curage condensation of the botanical characters by which the varieties may be recog-
nized, at least to the species relation.  The illustrations used are adapted from Miss 
Willmott’s monumental work, “The Genus Rosa.”

Dr. L.H. Bailey, of “Standard Cyclopedia of Horticulture” fame, writes:  “The 
article is very interesting . . . I should find it useful!”  “Should be of real value,” writes 
Dr. E.D. Merrill, of the Arnold Arboretum.
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